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to Claudius, but preferred to set up M. Aurelius Marius and,
after his death in a few months, M, Piavonius Victorinus.
In Rome, the plan of recalling Gaul to its obedience was for a
moment debated, but Claudius decided, rightly, that the exter-
mination of the East Germans in Illyricum was a more serious
duty1. So to Illyricum he went. But he thrust into the south of
Gaul an expeditionary force, commanded by Julius Placidianus,
who soon afterwards was made Praetorian Prefect. The vexilla-
tiones and cavalry serving under him maintained their position
near Grenoble, doubtless in order to facilitate the hoped-for
advance of Claudius with the main army. They actually succeeded
in restoring communications with Spain, which, on the evidence
of inscriptions, acknowledged Claudius. But when Augusto-
dunum (Autun),not far to the north, closed its gates and called on
Claudius for aid, Placidianus could not save the city; after a siege
of seven months it was forced to surrender at discretion to
Victorinus2. By that time Claudius was probably already dead.
. Claudius gained one more decisive victory over the Goths, who
after the victory of Gallienus had continued to be hard pressed by
Marcianus, and then directed the 'mopping-up' process from the
imperial palace in Sirmium, until early in 270 the plague took
him from the Empire's service*
The Senate, reawakened to energetic action by the policy of
Gallienus (p. 183), anticipated the army in its decision. The
authorities deserve full belief when they tell us that the brother of
the dead Emperor, M. Aurelius Quintillus, was chosen emperor
by the Senate. He seems to have been in command of the
flying column which had to protect North Italy against the
German invasions. It might be supposed that he went direct to
Rome> to present himself before the Senate; but he never reached
the point of distributing the promised largesse to the people of the
capital, and the actual news of the proclamation of Aurelian found
him in Aquileia,
The armies had at first accepted the election of Quintillus, as
the issues of the tnints of Milan, Siscia and Cyzicus show; only
Palmyra broke away (see p, 179). But he was a very insignificant
person, entirely unversed in State affairs, and his collapse at the
first shock proves that he would never have had the energy on his
own initiative to grasp at the purple. The common soldiers hardly
knew him and abandoned him the moment that a popular general
became a candidate for the throne; it was soon revealed, too, that
the generals could not have backed his proclamation. All the
1 Zonarasxn,26(p.6o4). 2 For details see Damerau, 0/>. #Y. pp.